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Hoſ. 13. 14. 


I ws } ranſom them from the power of the Grave: 1 wil 
redeem them from death: O Death, I will be thy 
Plagues ; © Grave I will be thy Deſtruion. 
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THE 


SAINTS VICTORY. | 


OVER 


DEATH, 


Opened 1n a 


FUNERAL SERMON. 
Upon the occaſion of the Death, af' 


| M* OWEN 'ST OCK TON.: 


1 Cor. 15. 57." | 
But thanks be to God who giveth us the Victory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


& O ſoon as Sin entred into the world, 


Death the King of terrors, being'theres. 

with Armed, began itsReign ; and bath 
Reigned not only from Aday to Moſes (ver. 
, the race of Mankind, bur eyen. to, he oy... 
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And as a Mercileſs, Cruel, infatiable Tyrant 
affrights the world, ' making horrible Slaugh- 
thrs, not at the rate of Sau! and David who 
ſlew their Thouſands and their ten.:'Thouſands ; 
but Death ſlayeth Univerſally beyond number, 
from the Infant to the Aged, from the dung- 


+hil to the Throne ; ſparing neither Age nor 


Sex, neither baſe nor | Honourable, neither 
great nor ſmall, neither Sacred nor Prophane. 

- The Cry of this miſery of man being very 
loud reached up to Heaven, and entred intothe 
Ears of God: that made him : who heard, ' re- 
gy and pitied; and in infinite mercy Or- 

ained and Commiſſioned his own, ol Only 
Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be a Prince of 
Life, and Captain of Salvation to miſerable 
men, to Redeem a'remnant from the Terror, 
Power, and Tyranny of this All-devouring, 
Alk-deſtroying Enemy. The Son of God 
readily accepts this honqurable Office, and 

h y cometh down from Heaven, and 
Incarnate among the Sons of men to 
diſchargeit. And pirding hs Sword upon bu 
high in hs Majeſty be rode proſperouſly, and bus 
right hand taught # ; Having 


im terrible things. 
firſt trampled under his feer the torlorn hope 
of the Enemy, Poyerty, Hunger, Thirſt, La- 
bour, Wearmeſs, Griefs, Perſecutions, Mock- 


with enters into the very 10n of. 
Death, the Land of Darkneſs Encounters, 


Deſtroyerh the 


+ oat Sia i 
- "TAY * 


424 . v 4; e- 
. : 


__— . aints vittory 
nw. : 


| 


ever Death. 
King of Terrors in his own Territory, the 
Grave; leading Captivity Captive; and T'i- 


umphing in a powerful and glorious Reſur- 
rection. The vertue and beneht of which 


"Victory he Communicates to all his followers, 


the noble Army of Conflicting Saints liſted une 
der hisexalted Banner. In token whereof the 
Graves were opened, and many bodies of Saints 
which ſlept aroſe, and came out of their Graves 
after his Reſurrection. Mat. 27. 52, 53- 

This glorious Conqueſt 1s the Apoſtles com» 
fortable Argument throughout -this Chapter. 
Where he frit Aﬀerts and provesthe Reſurrecti- 
on of Chriſt, to verſ. 20. Concluding, Now 
z Chriſt riſen from the dead. From whence he _ 
infers,@proves, and illuſtrates the Reſurreion 
of the Saints, with the order and manner there- 
of, from verſ. 20—to55. In the Faith and 
Contemplation whereof he cannot contain him- 
ſelf, but breaketh forth into this — 


; £mvixioy. boldly challenging, daring, de Jing, 


and out-braying Death. werſ. 55. 56, 57. 
death where # thy ſring? O grave, dy a 
thy Vittory? The ſtinp of death js ſin, and the 
ſtrength of ſin # the Law. 

But thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
wvittory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

In, which laſt words ( the Subject to be 
diſcourſed on ) there are four things obſervable; : 
The Enemy, The Vidory, The Vittors, and 
the Triumph. 

I, es The Enemy, which 1 5 ſopgaG 
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"x64 © The Satnts Uittory 

+ In the Text, butexprefled in the Context, ver. 
55; 56. viz. Death Armed by fin, ſtrength- 
ned by the Law. 

2. Secondly, The Victory over this Enemy, 
rhatis, The deſtruction of Death as toits terror 
and power. 

3. Thirdly, The Victors, who are Chriſt 
firſt, and with himall that are Chriſt's, ver. 2.7. 
Every of whom ſhall be made alive in his own 
order, Chriſt firſt, afterward they that are 
. Chriſts. All that Harveſt whereof Chriſt is 
the Firſt-fruits. verſ. 20. 

4. Fourtbly, The Triumph ; Thanks be fo 
God. 

The three former we will ſum'up in this 
Doctrinal Propotition. . 


Doctr. Believers are victorious over 
Death through Jeſus Chriſt. 


From whence the fourth will be inferred by 
molt juſt and due Conſequence, Thanks be to 
God. | 

In ſpeaking to which, that we may the more 
commend and magnihethe Victory, we will, 

Firſt, Repreſent to you the Enemy over 
which the Victory 1s gotten, viz. Death. Cor- 
poral death, for as1s the Reſurrection ſuch muſt 
be: the Death. The Reſurre&ion which the 
Apoſtle here argueth is of the body. werſ. 35. 
How are the 'dead raiſed up? And with what 
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over Death. T5g 
body do they come? werſ. 44. It i ſown a Nat 
tural body, it is raiſed a Spiritual body. And 
werſ. 523. This corruptible muſs put on Incor- 
ruption, and this mortal muſ# put on Immorta- 
lity. Such therefore muſt bethe Death : Con- 
cerniag which as an Enemy take this account. 

I. It is a ſpoiling Enemy. That deveſts a 
man of all his worldly Enjoyments, Houſes 
and Lands, Gold and Silver, the fruits of the 
Earth, the encreaſe of Corn and Wane, the 
pleaſures of the fleſh, ſenſual delights, the light 
of the Sun, Society with men, Converſation 
with friends, the Comfort of Relations, Huſ- 
band, Wife, Father, Mother, Sons and 
Daughters, Brethren and Siſters, How ſweet, 
near and dear are theſe to the Living ? But . 
when Death cometh it ſpoils him of all, and 
puts an utter, andeverlaſting end to his uſe and 
enjoyment of them, and turneth him naked 
out of the world. Pſal. 49. 16, 17. Be not 
thou afraid when one is made rich, when the 
Glory of his honſe is encreaſed. For when he 
dieth he ſhall carry nothing away : his glory ſhall 
zot deſcend after him, and ver, 19. They ſhall 


- never ſee light. Which our Saviour exempli- , 


heth in a Parable Luk. 12. x6. to verſ. 20. 
The rich mans ground brought forth plentt- 
fully, tall he ſaid to his Soul, Soul, thou haſt 
much goods laid up for many years, take thine 
eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. But the fad 
tidings of Death are next brought him, This 
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156 The Saints Viftory 
the Conſequence ? Whoſe ſhall thoſe things be 
which thou haſt provided? Not thine, be ſure. 
All thy intereſt 1n them 1s loſt for ever. It was 
Hezekia's Lamentation whe it was told him. 
that he ſhould die, Ia. 38. 11. I ſhall behold 
man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 
And as Death ſpoils a man of all his poſlefſions, 
ſo alſo of his projets - before him, Pſ. 146. 4. 
Hw breath goeth forth , he returneth to his 
' Earth; in that wery day bis thoughts periſh : 
And of all his hopes too. Fob. 27. 8. What is 
the bope of the hyprocrite, though he hath gained, 
when God taketh away his Soul? Death is a 
ſpoiling Enemy. 
=. Iris a Surpriſing enemy. Tt cometh up- 

on a man asa thief in the night, 1 Thef. 5. 2, 
when he little dreameth of it, and taketh him as 
a ſnare , Eccl. 9, 12. Man knoweth not his 
time As the birds are caught inthe ſnare; 
ſo are the Sons of men ſnared by death in an evil 
time when it falleth ſuddenly upon them. Every 
one may ſay as I/aac, Gen. 27. 2. I know not 
the day of my death. At an hour when ye think 
not, faich Chriſt the Son of man cometh, Luk. 
I 2. 40. T he min we mentioned even now, was 
confident of many years before him,and promiſ- 
ed himſelf a merry long life, Luk. 12. 19.yet wer. 
2.0.He that knew ſaid to him, Hac Notte : Thr 
night thou muſt die. Who knoweth what ſhall be 
onthe morrow? or what a day may bring forth ? 

Nemo tam Divos habuit faventes, 
Craſtinum ut poſſes ſibt polliceri, 


vi as ”" 
1 + . d 
4 oy . ; 
Fades . 
hd 4 


ax = 


*. Se a; wer' mb mb a 


>... 3 


over Death. ke 5 
| Was not Nabal in his plenty FobsChildren 1n their 
feaſting, Nadab and Abihu in their offering He- 
rod in his pride, Belſhazzar in his cups,Zimri and 
Cozbi :rav]:pow rc. ſurpriſed by thisEnemie? 

; 2. It 15 a deſtructive Enemy. Deſtruction 
| || @nd Death are joyned together, Fob. 28 22. 
yea this is the very name of Death, P/. 88.171. 

ſhall thy loving kindneſs be declared inthe grave? 

or thy faithfulneſs in Deſtruction? P. 103. 4. 

who redeemeth thy life from Deſtruttion,z. e.death. 

A dead man is reduced to his firſt principle, the 

Earth, The body returns to the dult from 

whence 1t came, and this 15 turning man to F 

Deſtruction. P/. 90. 3. If a man were Sur- ad 

prifſed and ſpoiled of all that he had withour | 

him, and ſhould yet eſcape with his life, though 
naked,it were a ſore evil, yet ſuch as might been- 
dured ; a great loſs, but ſuch as might be repaired. 

Bur Death ſpoils a man of himſelf ; rakerh down 

the goodly frame and Conſtitution of ; Nature 

Cuts a man aſunder, and divideth Soul from 

body. God' taketh away his Soul, Job. 27. 8. 

Her Soul was in departing, fer ſhe died, Gen. 

35.18. Thy Soul ſhall berequired, Luk. 12.2.0. 

So as no ground of hope islefttoadying man. 

Lifeis a fundamental Being, Take away that and 

yetake away all. The dead are not, Joſeph us not, 
, Gen. 4,2. Lo, he was not, Pſ. 37. 36. Job. 14. 
7, 8, 9, 10. There is hope of atree, if it be 
cut down that it willSprout again,and that the 
tender branch thereof will not ceaſe. Though the 
root thereof ax oldin the Earth, and the Stock 
; M 3 thereof 
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thereof die in the ground, Yet through the ſent 
of water it -2pill bud , and bring forth boughs 
like a plant. © But man dieth and waſteth away ; 
Yea man giveth up the Ghoſt, and where is he? 
and ver. 14. If a man ate ſhall he live again ? 
A. It 1s a 'certain , unavoidable Enemy. 
There is no defence to be made againſt ir, no 
humane power can withſtand it, no fortificati. 
on of the body by utmoſt art can prevent its en- 
trance ; either by ſome violent ſtorming , or 
Succeliive batteries, or longer feige it wil pre- 
vail againſt the Stouteſt detendants. Pal. 89. 
4.8. What man is be that liveth and ſhall not [ce 
death? ſhall be deliver his Soul from the handof 
the grave? The young,the ſtrong,the healthful, 
the wiſe,the rich,the honourable ; All have ftall- 
en,and ſhall tall under the power of this irrefiſti- 
bleenemy. The expericnce of five thouſand years 
and upwards , which the world hath had , 1s 
enough to Convince all the Living that they 
ſhall as certainly die as that they have been born, 
5. Itisan abhorred Enemy. Againſt which 
Nature relucts. with the greateſt pation, and 
from which it fleeth with greateſt averfation 
It willnever be reconciled to that which difloly- 
eth the neareſt and moſt intimate union between 
Soul and body ;. whnch taketh in pieces the 
curious Workmanſhip , dehiles the Glory, and |. 
ſtains the beauty of the goodlieſt body , which 
turns the lovely -body into a loathſome. Car- 
kaſs, reſolves ut into corruption and putre- 
faCtion, and - gives it to the worms for moot 
; Q 


= = 


5” 


© - 
« , + 
1g 


>”, NR a” 


-» over Death. %" 
No Antipathy greater than between Nature 
and Death: Skzn for Skin, and all that a man. 
bath will be gre for his life. Fob. 2. 4. | 

6. It 1s a formidable enemy, that affeQts a 
man with fear and terror. Weread, Pſ. 91. 5. 
—— the terrour by night, thatis Death. Fob. 
24. 17.— the terrours of the ſhadow of Death. 
P/al. 5 5. 4. —the terrours of Death, and Fob. 
1-8. 14. 1t is calledhe King of Terrors. 1. ec 
The chief of Terrours. Þofegwy pofegwrunery 
Saith the Judgment of Nature, of all terribles 
the molt rerrible, 'T'his is Confequent upon 
the former. It being a Spoilng, ſurpriſing, 
deſtroying, irreſiſtible, abhorred enemy,It muſt 
needs be very terrible. What a terror poſleſ- 
ſeds the Egyptians , when Death entred in at 
their doors, and flew their frit born. Exod, 
12. 20, 23. They were ſoaftrightedthateven 
Pharoah roſe up in the night, he and all his Ser- 
wants, and all the Egyptians, andthere was a 
great cry in Egypt; for there was not an houſe 
where there was not one dead. They ſaid, 
we be all dead men.lt isa threatning denounced 
by God, Deut. 28. 65, 66, 67. The Lord ſhall 
give thee a trembling ' heart. Why ? Thy life 

ſhall hang in doubt before thee. And thou ſhalt 
fear day andnight,and ſhalt have no aſſurance of 
thy life. In the morning thou ſhalt ſay, Would God 
it were Even; and at even thouſhalt ſay,Would 
God it were morning , for the fear of thine heart 
wherewith thou ſhalt fear. The apprehenfionof 
this affrightedGideona mighty manof valour,ill 
M 4 the 
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- the Lordencouraged him and ſkid to him, Fear 
_ mot, thou ſhalt not die, Fudg. 6. 23. Atthis 
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the King ( Belſhazzars ) Countenance was chang- 
ed and bis thoughts troubled him,ſo that the joynts 
of his loins were looſed, and his knees [mote one 
agaimſt another, Dan. 5. 6. And who thats 
buta natural man, doth not experience tremb]- 
ing and aſtoniſhment at the approach and fight 
of Death ? yea many timesat the very thoughts. 
of it? The world of men doth generally bear 
witneſs to that which is written , Heb. 2. 15. 
that through fear of Death, they are all 
their life t1me Subjett to bondage. + 
There are twothings, ( bath in the context) 
which make Death ſo terrible. 1/t. Sin, which 
the Apoſtle calleth rhe Sting of Death. Ir was 
by {m.jhat death entred in the world, and itis 
by Sin that death reignethin the world. "The 
poiſon of the Serpent is in his\ſting, and the 
power of the Serpent is in his ſting. Sothe poy- 
fon of Death is in fin , and the power of Death 
beth in fin; without which though it killeth it 
cannot hurt. This is the only weapon where- 
with Death is Armed againſt the Children of 
men, but it is adeadly one. That is adreadful 
threatning indeed which our Saviourdenounceth 
againſt the Jews, oh. . 8. 21, Ne ſhall diem 
Jour fins. According to what the Lord had be- 
fore ſpoken by his Prophet , Ezek. 18. 24. Is 
his treſpaſs that he hath treſþaſſed , and in the 
fin that he bath ſinned, in them ſhall he die. It 
15 our fad caſe that weare born inn, and my 
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over Death. t6r 
that we live inſin, but Ohy4 how dreadful and 
miſerable to die in fin, in a ftate of fin, in 
' the guilt of fin, under the reign and power of 
fin, in the arms and embraces of in. | 
Sin being the tranſgreſſion of a righteous Law, 
the violation of infinite Holineſs and Juſtice, 
and. rebellion againſt Divine Majeſty and Au- 
thority, it always hath demerit and guilt con- 
' ſequent upon it, which obligeth and bindeth 
the ſinner to undergoe that puniſhment 
whach 1s naturally due toit. Which pun- 
1ſhment is Death , Rows 1. 32. &—they which 
Commit ſuch things are worthy of death. Thus 
fin becomes the weapon or ting of Death, by 
which it hath power to deſtroy. Death cometh 
n the-Sinner as a bailift or Sergeant from 
the Judge with warrantto apprehendand bring 
the Sinner to give account; or asan executioner 
to take vengeance , topay the Sinner the juſt 
wages of his fin ,” for the reparation of a bro- 
ken Law,for the fatisfaftion of offended Juſtice, 
for the Declaration of Divine hatred, anddif- 
pleaſure againſt ſin, and for the manifeſtation 
of Gods Glorious power and wrath againſt the 
guilty. And what a terror muſt Death needs 
be when it appears in this ſhape , and armed 
with this ſting! Know O preſumptuous and 

. ſecure Sinner ; Though* wickedneſs be now 
ſweet in thy mouth and thou hideſt it under thy 
tongue: Though thouſwalloweſt down de- 
liciouſly rhy forbidden morſells of ſenſual plea- 
ſure and worldly gain, yet this meat will _ 
| c 
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be turned 1n thy bawels ;;-and become the gall 
of a(ps within thee. ': At:laſt, at death, it will 
bite as a ſerpent, andiſting like an adder. Whar 
horrour will 6M thy foul when approaching 
Death ſhall awaken thy ſleepy Conſcience, as 
oft times.it'doth,-and thy awakened Conſcience 
ſhall charge thee with -thy inexcuſable tranſ- 
greſſion of a Righreous Law, thy groſs neglect 
of Commanded* duty , thy induſterious provi- 
fion to ſatisfie the fleſh; thy ready compliance 
with the call of temptations, thy irreparable 
loſs of precious time. Thy hypocritical deal- 
ing with God in Covenant, the Stopping of 
thine cares at the voice of Confcience, the ſhut- 
ting of thine eyes againſt the light of Scripture, 
the hardening of thy heart againſt the motions 
of the Spirit, thy unbelieving refuſals of an 
offered Saviour , thy unprofitable. miſim- 
provement of means of Grace, thy unthankful 
abuſe of the mercies of: God; and obſtinate in- 
corrigibleneſs under his Judgments, with many 
other inſtances of multiplyed and aggravated 
fins through a long life. Wherice will. ariſe 
diſmal apprehenſions of the wrath of an oftend- 
ed God, a certain fearful expectation of Judg- 
ment: to come, and a pre-occupation of eternal 
torments and everlaſting burnings. Thus 1s 
that ſting of Death, the weapon wherewith 
it 1s armed. againſt thee, wherein Conlfaſts-ats 
power, and by whichit is fo terrible, 

- 2. Add to this the ſtrength which this ſting 
hath from the Law. For faith the —_ 
8 . 
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| over Death. 163 
The ſtrength of ſin us the-Law , and that 
two ways. 1/f. As the. Law diſcover 
and convinceth of {in, Rom. 5. 13. Sin # not 
imputed where there 1s no Law. Men are not 
prone to charge themſelves*with .{in , where 
there is no Law , therefore, Gal. 3. 19. the 
» Law was added becauſe of tranfor«ſſions, that is, 
to make tranſgretlions appear. Hence we read, 
Rom. 2. 20. By the Lawas the knowledge of ſin, 
and Rom. 7. 9, 13. {was alive without the 
Law once," in my own opinion, but when the 
Commandment came, Sin revived> and I died 
1] was convinced { was 1n a ſtate of Sin'and death, 
and v. 12. Sin by the Commandement becomes 
exceeding ſinful. Thus {in as the ſting of Death 
3s ſtrengthned by the Law, while men thereby 
are more cleerly and fully convinced of it, and - 
the greater the conviction 18, the ſharper 1s the 
ſting. 21y. As the Law Curſeth and condemn- 
eth the ſinner.Gal. 2. 10.Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things, which are written 
inthe book of the Law to do them. hence as be- 
fore, Rom. 7. 9. When the Commandment Came. 
I died. and 2 Cor. 2. 7. The Law is called 
the Mmiſtration of death. The Law binds the 
ſinner over to the Judgment of the great: day. 
It holds him faſt under his guilt withour hope 
of pardon, paſleth ſentence of Condemnation 
upon him, and begins the execution by 
wounding the Spirit, terrifying the*Soul with 
pre-apprehenſons and foxetaſts of the wrath 
kO COINE, | | , 
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The Saints Vidtory 
The ſum of the terror of Death , is this. 
Approaching death awakeneth the ſecure Con- 
ſcience ;' Awakened Conſcience charged with 
the guilt of fin ; This (in 1s ſtrengthened with a 
Convincing curſing Law; The dying wretch 
ſeeth his day of ſenſual delights and pleaſures, 
his day of worldly gains and purchaſes , his 
day of Carnal fellowſhip with men, and eſpe- 
cially his day of Grace and mercy with God, 
paſling away ; finds his Spirit fainting , his 
heart and fleſh failing, anguiſh and pangstaking 
hold of him,and his ſoul forthwith to be Requir- 
ed, Apprehended , Arreſted, Summoned and 
haled gut of his body, from all freinds, means 
helps and hopes, to appear naked before. God 
the Judge of all men, to give an account of a 
finful lite, and to receive a righteous doom, 
viz. Depart from me ye Curſed into everlaſting 
fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels and-; 
then to go away into everlaſting puniſhment. 
At this what heart of man can contain and 
poſſeſs himſelf without fear? Who bur muſt 
be appalled, confounded, amazed, terrihed ? 
Knowing the terror , faith St. Paul, 2 Cor. 5.1. 
Speaking of this appearance and account. 
Felix trembled, ſaith St. Like, A&. 24. 25. 
When he heard of Judgment tocome. Ir is a 
fearful looking for of FTudgment and fierie in- 
dipnation,faith the Author to the Hebrews,chap. 
IO. 27. and @ fearful thing -t0 fall into h 
hands of the Living God. wer. 31. "Thus have 
 Werepreſented the Enemy Death, inits Fer 
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over Death. 


and pomp as it reigneth over the fallen Sons 
and Daughters of Adam, which appears ſo ter- 
rible, that woe be to thoſe that fall -under the 
power of it. 

2. We will now ſhew you this Enemy fallen 


and overcome before Believers. 


Believers are Viftorious over Death. 


Obje&t. But ſaith Natural Carnal 
reaſon , 1s not thisa great Paradox 2 
who will believe it > One Enoch in- 
deed was tranſlated that he ſhould not 
fee Death ; and Elijah went up to 
Heaven in a fiery Chariot. But elſe 
the Patriarchs , aud Prophets, and 
Apoſtles, and all the Saints in their 
Succeſſive generations have yielded up 
to Death. And doth not every day 
bear witneſs? Are we not all here 
this day lamenting a very holy and 
Eminent Saint, and Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt fallen by the ſtroke of Death 2 
Where then is the Viftory > And How 
zs Death overcome ? 


Anſw. Notwithſtanding all this, yet Verily 
Death is overcome. 


obſit 
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166 < The Saints Oidory 
obſit. - Not that it ſhould not be, but that it 
ſhould nor be hurtful to believers ; and this Vi- 
tory conliſts in four things. | 
1. Death 1s difarme6d to believers, that it can 
not ſting them .When death cometh it finds no 
{in in them unpardoned, no guilt remaining as 
an obligation unto puniſhment. He 1s over- 
come whoſe armour is taken from him wherein 
he truſted, Luk. 11.22; Thus it is with Death. 
Where Sin hath no dominion, Death hath none ; 
* for Death reigneth hy Sin. Now as for the 
{ins,of believers,, God ( to whom belongeth 
the forgiveneſs of ſins) faith, T/a. 44. 22. TI 
have blotted out as athick cloud, thy tranſpreſ- 
ons, and as a cloud, thy ſins. Fer. 21. 24. 1 
will forgive their iniquity, and I willremember 
their fin no more. Numb. 2.2. 21. He hath 
not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he ſeen 
perverſneſs inI{rael. Mic. 7.18, 19. Whois a 
God like unto thee ? that pardoneth iniquity , 
and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant 
of has heritage? Thou wilt Caſt all their ſins 
into the depths of the Sea. Att. 10. 4.3. who- 
ſoever believeth in him ſhall receive remiſſion of 
Sins. What God ſaid to repenting and believ- 
ing David, that he faieth to all believers. 2 | 
Sam. 12.13. The Lord hath put away your ſin 
| ye ſhall not die. Ye ſhall not die by the vene« «+ 
& mous ſting of Death. This-indeed 1s in effe&t 
the whole victory over death. *'T his 4s the 
; faral mortal wound given to Death, and will 
© .-m timebethe yery Death of Death; and there- 
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\ over Death. 167 
fore the Apoſtle triumpheth over it 6n that ac- 
count werſ. 55. O Death, where 1s thy. ſting ? 
What Luther ſometimes ſaid to God, that may 
every Believer ſay to Death, Feri Domine, ſaid 
he; Strike Lord. Feri, mors, feri, may they 
lay, Nam a peccatis abſolutts ſum. Strike, 
Death, ſtrike, tor my {ins arepardoned. Thou 
mayelt kill me, but thou canſt not hurt me. 

Z. Death 1s overcome to Behevers in that it 
cannot amaze them with deſpairing terrors. 
However it be to others, 1t 1s not to thery the 
King of Terrors. Believers are freed from the 
bondage of the tormenwng fear of Death. - Heb. 
2. 15. Though I walk through the walley of the 
ſhadow of death (ſaith David ) Pſal. 22.4. 1 
will fear no evil. Elijah makes requeſt: for 
himſelfthat he might die. -1- King. 19. 4 The 
three Children valiantly yielded their bodies to 
the fiery fornace Dan.; 3x 16.28. Lord, -now 
letteſt thou thy Servant .depart in peace, faith 
good old Simeon. Luk. 2.29. Paul and Bar- 
nabas willingly hazarded ther lives. A&.15.16, 

\ Paul had-a defire to be diffolved. Phil: 1:23. 
Thoſe worthies Heb. 11. 25. would not ac- 
cept deliverance. 'The Primitive © Martyrs 
would haſten to the ſtake. Such Victory had 
they gotten of the fear of Death. The'grant . 
of their Pardon, and their diſcharge from Con- 
demnation which God hath Sealed to them; + 
The peace of a good Conſcience which: they 
carry/ about with them; Their apprekepfions 
+ that their bodies are the Temples of hf Holy OS 
7 FL ILVELIS 42 Ghoſt ; x 4 
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Ghoſt, which he will never deſert or negled; 
Their afſurance of the faithfulneſs and power of 
God, into whoſe hands they comment their 
Spirit ; The fore-taſts of the ſweetneſs of Com- 
munion with God, and Jeſus Chriſt to be fully 
enjoyed in the other world; 'T heir faith, and 
hope of a blefled Reſurreftion to Immortality ; 
TheirEvidences for Heaven : "Theſe are power- 
ful Arguments which they improve againſt the 
fear of Death, and by the ſtrength whereof 
they Triumph over it, | 


Objet. But for 48 this. Are not Be- 
lievers afraid to die > Was not Abra- 
ham afraid when he thought he ſhould 
be ſlain 2 Gen. 20. 11, Did not Da- 
vid complain, The terrors of death 
are fallen from me. Pf. 55: 4. Did 
not Hezekiah weep ſore when it was 
ſaid ts him, Thou ſhalt die. Iſa. 38. r, 
And who almoſt is not afraid ? 


Hnſw. 1. There is a Natural fear of death, 
as it is the diffolution of the Campoſiturm, a ſe- 
paration of Soul and Body which are fo inti- 
mately united, which is not ſinful: Believers 
are not free from this. Grace doth not deſtroy 
Natyre. Nature will be Nature, and act its 
parteven inthe beſt of Saints. "They who have 
the ſureſt hope of Eternal life, and cleareſt | 

= - Ne Eviden- Þ 


over Death. 169 
Evidences of their Salvation, yea, and have an 
unfained longing and defire after the Heavenly 
ſtate, have yet a natural averſneſs unto Death, 
and do rather endure than defire it. St. Paul 
ſaictrfor himſelt and other Believers; that though 
they knew, that if their Earthly houſe of this 
Tabernacle were diffolved, they.had a build- 
ing of God, an houſe not made with hands eter- 
nal in the Heavens; and groaned earneſtly , 
deliring to be clothed upon with their houſe 
which is from Heaven; yet they had a natural 
Love of lite, and abhorrence . of death, and 
their groaning was not that they would be un- 
clothed. 2 Cor. 5. 1, 2, 4. yea, our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf in whom was no fin, 
being found in faſhion as a man, when he 
humbled himſelf and became obedient unto 
death, experienced this fear as the proper ex- 
preſſion of his humane Nature. When his hour 
was come Mar. 14. 23, 34. He taketh with 
. him Peter, and James, and John, and began to 
. be ſore amazed, and to be very heavy, and ſaith, 
my Soul 15 exceeding ſorrowful unto death. 

2. "There is a {laviſh, inordinate, ſinful fear 
of death, which Believers overcome, and from 
which they are freed. It wasone end of Chriſts 
death, that he might deliver his redeemed from 
fear of. death, to which they were holden in 
bondage. Heb. 2. 15. To which yet ſome 
Believers are ſubject, yea, wt may be All at 
ſometimes, more or leſs. T's arifeth from 

.- weakneſs of Faath, from want of afſurance, from 
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Conſcience of lapſes and contracted guilt, from 
neglefting to' ſearch their own hearts, | from 
miſapprehending and miſ-judying their Spiritu- 
al ſtate, from- inordinate love to this life, and 
world, &c. for which they muſt blame them- 
ſelves.Believers asſuch,ſfofar as they areBelievers, 
are victorious. Did they walk cloſe with God, 
improve grace received , examine their own 
ſtate wiſely, and judge thereof rightly ;' Did 
they take hold, of the Covenant'ot, God, live 
by Faith, meditats on the Promiſes, and apply 
them astheir Portion, ( which becometh Belie- 
vers)they might and would get abovetheſlaviſh 
fears ofDeath.In this merhod they might be ready 
todie, and fear noevil. When the Chriſtian can 
ſay with David, Pſal. 23. The Lord is my Shep- 


| herd; he maketh me to lie down in green paſtures ; 


he leadeth me beſides the ſtill waters, hereſtoreth 
mySoul,he leadeth me in the paths of righteouſneſs ; 
He will then add alſo, Though Iwalk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death I will fear noevil. 
3. There 1s a defpairing fear ; "The pre- , 
ſumptions of Hell, the pre-occupation of 'Tor- 
ment, the fore-taſts of the wrath of the Al- 
mighty, the ſcorchings of the Lake that burn- 
eth with fire and Brimſtone, that driveth the 
{inner paſt all hope, and overwhelms the Soul 
in hideous darkneſs, and horrible Confuſions. 
Have there not been inſtances of ſome wretched 
gulty Souls going our of the body asthe Devil 
out of the Demoniack Mar. g. renting, and 
taring,. and wallowing, and 'foming, -and ra- 
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over Death. Thx 
ging, and roaring again. Ard were it nat for 
' the Atheiſm, ignorance, infidelity, blindneſs, 
hardneſs, ſearedneſs, flattery, and deluſions 
that are in the hearts of ſinners, ſuch inſtances 
would not -be rare; but it would be a wonder 
how any ſinner could die in his fin, and'in his 
wits too, from ſuch a fear as this Believers/are 
delivered. Though they may and do experience 
ſome meaſure of fears, yer God doth always ſup- 
- port with ſome hy of hope, that they letnot 
goall their hold of rhe Coverant of God. In a 
word, Believers are ſo far vi&torious over the fear 
of death, that if they underſtand their caſe arighit 
they haveno caule to be afraid of death, & when 
they are,they are more afraid than hurt.”The Hor» 
net having loſt its ſting, may rhreaten with its 
humming noiſe, but cannot prick the fleſh: fo 
death, where fin is pardoned, which 1s1tsſting,may 
afright with its horrid aſpect, but cannot hurt. 
3- Death 1s overcome to Believers in that 
'3t cannot hold them by its power. It 1s indeed 
the unalterable Law of Heaven thart all muſt 
die : And accordingly Abraham, Iſaac, and 
-Facob, and all the Patriarchs; doſes and Sa- 
euel, and Tſaiah, and all the Prophets; Peter, 
and Fames, and Fohn, and all the Apoſtles ; 
yea, all the Saints from Adam to this genera- 
tion arefallen aſleep,and ſhut upintheir Graves. 
Burt ſhall the Grave always contain them ? Are 
they there kept'in an everlaſting Priſon under 
locks, and bars that cannot be opened? Did 
- making the Sepulchre ſure, Sealing the oo 
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and ſetting a Watch forbid Chriſts Reſur. 
rection? No, ſurely. I went down ( faith 
TJanah, a "Type of the ReſurreCtion ) to the 
bottoms of . the Mountains the Earth with her 
bars was about me for ever ; yet haſt thou brought » 
up my life from corruption, O Lord my God. 
Joni. 2. 6. - And though after my skin worms 
deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall T ſee God 
whom I. ſhall ſee fgr my ſelf, and mine eyes ſhall 
behold, and not another, though my reins be 
conſumed within me, ſaith Fob. ch. 19.26, 27. 
Though the Saints be deſcended to the depths 
of the ſea, and hid in the bowels of the Earth, 
and their bodies reſolved into the fartheſt duſt, 
and that duſt diſperſed to.the four Winds, yet 
ſhall they be recovered and rife again. "The 
Sea ſhall not contain the dead” that ate in it, 
nor the Graves the dead thar are m them. 'Their 
ſcattered atoms ſhall be recolleCted and reared 
up againto a goodly body. Behold, there ſhall 
be a ſhaking, and their dry bones ſhall come 
together, bone to his bone, and lo, the {inews 
and the fleſh ſhall come up upon them, and the 
skin ſhall coverthem above; And thus ſhall the 
Lord God ſay, Come from the four Winds, 
O breath, and breath upon theſe {lain that they 
may live; and the breath ſhall come into them, 
and they ſhall live, and ſtand up upon their 
feet. Ezek. 37.7, 8, 10.. This 1s1t whichthe 
Apoſtle afſerts here throughout the Chapter, 
concluding that then ſhall be brought to paſs 
the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwakowed 
up in vidtexy. ' Object. 
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Objet. But what more viftory"s this, 
than what unbelievers ſoa have, for 
they alſo ſhall riſe again 2.Y 

re 

Anſw. Yes, it is more beyond all compa- 
rilon. Foh. 5. 28, 29. Allthat arein the praves 
| ſhall hear his woice, and ſhall come forth, they 
that have done good unto the Reſurrettion' of 
life ; and they that have done evil to the Reſur- 
rettion of dammation. The wicked ſhall riſe, 
but from death 'Tempotal to 'death Eternal, 
to die the ſecond death. This 15 Death's 

Victory over - them. 'The Godly ſhall riſe 

' from Death temporal to Life eternal, to die 

no more, 'This is the Saints Victory - over' 

Death. : PLETE 
4. Death is ſo overcome to Believers as to' 

be madeſerviceable, and advantageous tothe. 

And this isthe fulneſs, and perfection of Victory, 
when the Enemy 1s brought in Subjection to- 
ſerve the Conquerour. "The Apoſtle in this/ 

Epiſtle reckons Death to be part of the Saints' 

Inventory. ch. 3. 21, 22. All things are yours, 

whether Paul or Apollog——or Life, * or Death. 

And elſewhere he calleth it gain, Phil. 1. 27. 

to die is pain. What gain? Anſw. 1. In 

reference to the preſent ſtare. Death is, 1/#. 

The end. of Sin. With the body of Fleſh the 

| body of Sin isalſo put off, from which St. Paul 

longed to be delivered. Rom. 7.24. Herethe 
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174 - The Saints Uidlory 

beſt of Saints have their corruptions, infirmi- 
ties, imperfeftions ; \but at Death the Spirits of 
juſt men are 'made perfect. Heb. 12. 23. 2h. 
The end ofyll-Sorrows. "There are no Pains, 
or Diſcaſes,Fot. Griefs, or Loſſes, or Croſles, 
or Perſecuti6ns in the Grave, Fob. 3. 17,18, 
19... There the wicked ceaſe from troubling ; 
and there the weary be at reſt, . There the 
Priſoners reſt together ; they hear not the woice 
of the Oppreſſor. _ The ſmall and great are 
there, and the Servant is free from his Maſter. 
z Reſt from Labours. Ir is no light bur- 
len, of works that is upon a Chriſtians hand; 
no {mall labour to diſcharge the duties of his 
general and particular Calling. - What faith 
the Scripture? Labour, work, . watch, run, 
fnye, wraſtle, fight, give diligence, endure 
hardneſs, preſs forward, cc. But bleſſed are 
the dead that die in the Lord, for they reſt from 
their. labonrs, Rev. 14. 13. The day of the 
Saints Death 1s his happy Jubilee, when he is 
ſet at liberty and -goeth out free from his Ser- 
ice. - Thus 1s Death gain in xeference to the 
preſence ſtate. +2. In reference tothe future 
ſtate. for, 1/.. As for the Soul, it being re- 
leaſed from the body .is admitted into the Hea- 
venly. ;Zeruſalem, to.an innumerable company 
of !Angels, to.the Spirits of juſt men made per- 
fect, and' to Jeſus the Mediator of the New 
Covenant. Heb, 324. This day, faith Chriſt, to 
a dying Saint, ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 
Lotfe. 234 43; "St. Paul delires to depart jw 
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44 over Death. £1 ad 
he might be with Chriſt which-is far better. 
Phil. 1. 23. 21y. As for the body, Death 
ſerves to retine ir, for x Cor. 15. 50. This I 
ſay, that Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God: neither doth corruption inhe- 
rit incorruption. Theſe bodies which we now 
carry are ſo groſs and corruptible, they are not 
meet for an heavenly ſtate. They die that 
they may be changed. Phil, 3. 21. They are / 
ſown 1n corruption to be raiſed in incorruption 
ſown in diſhonour to be raiſed in Glory ; ſown 
in weakneſs, to be raiſed in power ; ſown Na- 
tural bodies, to be raiſed Spiritual. "The old 
decayed houſe is taken down to be built anew : : 
and theſe weak crafie bodies are laid 1n the Earth 
to riſe afreſh. This corruptible is corrupted, 
that 1t may put on incorruption, and this Mor- 
ral dieth that it may puton Immortality. Thus 
1s this Enemy overcome, and made to ſerve asa 
mean and advantage to the Believers happineſs. 
This indeed is a glorious Victory over a very 
mighty, and formidable Enemy : So great and 
wonderful, that it far exceeds the hope of Na- 
ture; Fleſh and Blood cannot believe the report 
thereof. Paul's difcourſe of the Reſurre&tion 
from the dead ſeemed*no other than babling to 
the Learned Philoſophers at Athens. Act. 17. 
18, * Andy was thought incredible by Feſt, 
and Agrippa, and the Captains, and Principal 
men k 615 Aet.26..8. Yea, the Refur- 
reCtion ſeemed as anidleTale at firſt rothevery 
Apoſtles. Luk. 24. 1x. and they believed it nor. 
| g N 4 . So. 
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to great zs the Glory of this victory over Neath, 
tar even: Angels come down from Heaven to 
make” report of it, and to Celebrate the 'Tri- 
umph. Mar. 16. Luk. 24. Tell no more 
then of the mighty Acts of Nimrod, or Chedor- 
laomer, of Sennacherib, or Nebuchadnezzar, 
of Cyrus, or Alexander, or of all the Cſars, 
or thereſt of thoſe great Names that have hilled 
the world with their Fame, who have ſubdued 
Kingdoms, and led Nations Captive, and made 
many glorious Trumphs. Yea, let no mention 
be made of the Victories of Joſhua, or Barak, or 
Gideon, or Fephtha, or Samſon, or Saul, or 7o- 
nathan, or David, or of all his worthies, who 
have Victoriouſly fought the Battles of the Lord 
againſt the Arms of fleſh, and whoſe Sword re- 
turned not empty from the blood of the ſlain. 
Behold,. the greater Glory of this Victory inthe 
Text, which darkneth the luſtre of all their 
Trimphs. Their Acts were mira, but this 
miraculum. Their Victories were wonders, 
but this a Miracle. "The Gates of Hell, the 
power of Darkneſs, the King of Terrors ( be- 
fore whom all theſe T'riumphing ViEtors at 
laſt fell ) fallen at the feet of the Saints. 
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Quelt.. But if Believers be thus victo- 
| rious, and their Vidtory- be ſo great 
and Glorious which you tell us, as in- 
deed it 1s, How do they obtain it > 
Where lieth the great ſtrength of theſe 
Samſons? Are they not all Clay of the 
ſame lump with other men 2 Are they 
not the $i ons of men > Do we not know 
their generation? Their Farents, 
Brethren and Siſters,are they not with 
us 2 Whence then have theſe men theſe 
mighty Works? 


Anſw. Truly they are ſo. "They are of 
the ſame Nature with other men; promiſe nv 
more than other; nay lefs as to ſenſe and. rea- 
ſon, for they are not many wiſe after the fleſh, 
not many mighty, not many noble. 1 Cor. I. 
26. and therefore we may well ask the queſtion, 
How they overcome? The remaining Text 
will reſolve this. They get not the Victory 
by their own Sword, neither do their own Arm 
ſave them : Burt, 

. The Victory i given them by God through 
our Lord Feſirs Chriſt. 


We will expreſs this in three peomrotanky fru 


Jeſus Chriſt diſarmeth Death by his catif: | 
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2. He deſtroyeth Death' by his ReſurreQion, 

3- Fhis Victory becomes the Believers by 
participation and communion with him. 

I. Jeſus Chriſt difarras Death by his Satif- 
tation. The ſting of Death is fin, faith the 
context, and the ſtrength of fin 1s the Law, 
Sin being the Tranſgreition of a Righteous Law 
hath in it a fundamentall demerit and natural 
obligation to puniſhment, which is moreover 
Conhrmed by the Laws threatning, Thou ſhalt 
die the Death. This is the ſting of Death 
wherewith it isarmed ; from the poyſon, power, 
2nd pain whereot none can be delivered, un- 
leſs the obligation be voided by making fatiſ- 
faction, This being impoſſible to meer man , 
Jeſus Chriſt undertook it. 'T'o which purpoſe 
our fins were tranſlated on him by 1mputation 
Ija. 53. 6. All we like Sheep have gone aſtray, 
we have turned every on to his own way, and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
He was made a Prieſt that he might offer 
\ Sacrihce to expiate this guilt and to Satishe the 
Law. Heb. 5. 4,5, 6. And no man taketh 
this honour unto himſelf, but he that is called of 
God as was Aaron. So alſo Chriſt plorified not 
himſelf to be made an high Prieſt, but he that ſaid 
unto him,Thou art my Son,this day have Tbegotten 
thee, and again. Thou art a Prieſt for ever, &C. 
[The Sacrifice to be offered up by this Prieſt tor 
this. purpoſe mult be an humane Souland body ; 
for the SubjeCtion of mans Soul and body, to 


the curſe of the Law was the puniſhment 
*7 which 
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which the Law exacted for mans fin, and 
wherewith only it would be ſatisfied. This 
Soul and body did Chriſt aſſume. Fob. 1. 14. 
The-word was made fleſh. Hebs. 10. 5.When he 
cometh into the World be ſaieth. Sacrifice and offer- 
ing thou wouldſt not, but a body haſt thouprepared 
me.. For the SanCtifcation of this Sacrifice to 
be offered up to God, there mult be an Altar. 
Math. 2.3. 19. The A{tar Santifieth the gift 
which Altar was his divine nature. Heb. 9. 14. 
AThrougth the eternal Spirit he offered himſelf. 
And ob. 17. 19. I ſandlifie my ſelf. I, as God, 
ſanftifie my ſelf as man.And being thus inſtruct- 
ed he actually offered up himſelf ro God Eph. 
5.2..Chriſt hath given himſelf for us an offering 
and a ſacrifice to God. He humbled himſelf and 
became obedient unto Death, even the Death of 
the croſs.Phil. 2. 8. and ſo was madea Curle for 
us,as it is written,Curſed x every one that hangeth 
on a tree. Gal. 2.12. By this did Chriſt ſarishe 
the Law, expiate guilt, cancelled the hand writ- 
ing, the obligation to puniſhment, appeaſed the 
wrath of God and obtained remiſſion of (ins. Eph. 
I. 7. Thus did he fmiſhtranſgreſſion, & make an 
end of {ins.thus he made reconciliation for 1ni- 
quity, & bronght in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
Thus hediſarmed death by making ſatisfaction. 
2. He deſtroyeth Death, by his reſurre&tion. 
By his ſatisfaftion he took away the power and 
efficacy of Death, bur by his reſurretion he 
deſtroyed the very Being of death, aCtually as 
. to himſelf, yirtually as to believers. Row. 6. 
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io . The Saints Dittory F 
g. Chrift being raiſed from the dead dieth no 
wore, Death hath no more dominion over him, 
and v. 10. Forinthat be died, he died unto ſin 
\once. . Ad delendum peccatum, ut [emel innibilum 
redigat peccatum innobes , faith Beza, he died 
once for all utterly to blot aut fin in us but 77 
that he liveth, he hiwveth unto God,- Apud Deum 
or ſecundum Deum, vita celeſti et immortal, 
a like worthy of God, gn heavenly and 1immor- 
tal life. We read Joh. 11. 44. concerning 
- Lazar, that he that was dead came forth. 
There the power of Death was ſuſpended ar 
preſent that it could not hold him, but the Be- 
ing of Death remained, for he roſe to die again, 
andtherefore he came torch bound hand and 
foot, with Grave-Clothes,and his face was bound 
about with a Napkin.Bur when Chriſt roſe, both 

the Power and the Being of Death ceaſed as to * 
him,and therefore he let his Grave-Clothes be- = 
hind htm, and carryed nothing belonging to 
Death with him. Foh. 20.6.7. The riſing body of 
Chriſt was not only notdead, but not mortal.His 
body roſe a glorious body, a ſpiritual body, an 
heavenly body. Not only Death but mortali- 
ty 15 {wallowed up by the reſirreCtion of Chriſt, 

And as by the reſurrection of Chriſt the Bein 
of Death was deſtroyed ,aCtually as to himſelf? 
1 ſo vertually to believers, for even as to them 
'- he hath aboliſhed Death, and brought lifeand 
; immortality to hght. 2 Tim. 1. 10. Saith 
Chriſt, Rev. r. 18.'T am he that lirveth and 
was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
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Amen, and have the keyes of Hell aud Death. 
The keyes are the Enſign of power. Chriſt by 
his reſurrection hath obtained authority over 
Death, toquicken whom he pleaſerh,ro ſhit and 
open the grave. And his promiſe 1sto exerciſe 
this power for his people. oh. 6. 44. I will 
raiſe him up at the laſt day. Ho. 12. 14. I 
will ranſome them from the power of the grave ; 
I will redeem them from death. Notwithſtand- 
ing all the 1mprobabilities, yea 1mpoſlibilities 
in Nature, yet he faith to them as to Cyrz, 
Iſa. '54. 2. I will go before thee and break in 
pieces the Gates of Braſs, and cut in ſunder the 
barrs of Iron, On which account St. Perey 
begins his Epiſtle, v. 3. with thankſgiving. 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Teſs 
Chriſt, which according to his abundant mere 

hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, (i. e. 
hope of eternal lite, as v. 4. ) by the reſurret- 
on of Feſus Chriſt from the Dead. It 1s obſer- 
vable what the Apoſtle ſaith here, he hath be- 
gotten'us by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 
'The Reſurre&tion of Jeſys Chriſt, hath a ſecrer 
generating influence upon the ReſurreEtion of 
the Saints, who are therelore called by our Savi- 
our. Luke. 20. 36. The Children of the Re- 
ſurrefion, which leadeth to, 

2. This Victory becomes the believers by 
participation , and Communion with Him. 
They communicate with himan the value of his 
ſatisfaction , and they communicate with him 
in the vertue of his Reſurrection, 3 
I, 
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I. They communicate with him in the yas 
lue of his Satisfaftion, whereby the ſting of 
Death 1s taken our as t6 them, to wit, the guilt 
of ſin done away. By the Covenant of Re- 
demprtion between the Father and Chrift, it 
was eternally agreed that Chriſtſhould be their 
Surrogate, Subſtitute and Surety to undertake 
for them in their natureFoh. 10. 18. No man 
taketh my life from me, but I lay it down'of my 
ſelf ; there 1s Chriſts Conſent. The Command- 
ment have Ireceivedof my Father; there's the 
Fathers Conſent. So Hebr. 10. 7. Thew' ſaid 
1, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. Accord- 
ingly he became man and our ſurety, and there- 
by onewith usin the Senſe of the Law, as the 
principal debtor and Surety are looked upon as 
one perſon in Law. Thus our debt became 
_ hisdebt, he was bound for us, and faith tohis 
Father on our behalf as Fudah to Foſeph on the 
behalf of Benjamin. Gen. 44. 22. 33. Thy 
Servant became Suerty for the lad unto my Fa- 
ther — Now therefore,T pray thee,let thy Servant 
abide in ſtead of the Ld a bondman to my Lord, 
And the puniſhment due to us became his. 7/a. 
53. 4, 5- Surely he hath born our greifs. and 
carried our Sorrows — He was wounded for our 
rranſgreſſtons, he was bruiſed for our miquities, 
&c.And thus by.vertue of the ſame Suretyſhip , 
when he had undergone the puniſhment and 
Satisfied the Law, and taken his diſcha-ge which 
was teſtified by his Reſurre&tion , His Satisfacti- 
on becomes ourSatisfaCtion and his diſcharge,our 


diſcharge 


over Death: 183 ” 


diſcharge. Fer. 22. 6, He is the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs. Gal. 3. 13. Chriſt hath redeem- 
ed us from the Curſe of the Law being made a 
Curſe for us. Rom. 8.33, 34. Who ſhall lay any 
thing tothe charge of Gods elett ? Whois be that 
Condemneth? It 1s Chriſt that died, yearather 
that is riſen again. No Law doth demand 
both of the principal and the Surety too. They 
are bound to pay disjunctively one or the other, 
Therefore when Chriſt was apprehended he ſaid 
tothe Officers that took him, oh. 18. 8. If 
ye ſeek me, let theſe ( my diſciples ) go their 
Way. 

2. They” communicate with him in the ver- 
tue of his Reſurrection.Chriſt roſe from the dead 
not only as a ſurety diſcharged from priſon when 
he had paid the debt and thereby cancelling the 
obligation of the principal;bur alſo asa vital head 
to quicken*and raiſe all his body , the Church. 
For the ſame Spirit of life winch is in Chriſt 
and quickened his dead body,is alſo in the church 
and in every particular member thereof, and will 
certainly quicken their dead bodies. Roz. 8. 
I 1..1f the Spirit of him that raiſed up feſus from 
the dead dwell in you; he that raiſed up Chriſt from 
the dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies 
by , or becauſe of his Spirit that dwelleth in 
you. He faith not your dead bodies, but your 
mortal bodies, to denote this quickening to be 
not. only from death to life bur from mortality 
roimmortality, as was the reſurrection of Chrilt. 

He that eateth me , ſaith Chriſt, Fob. 6. 5: 7: 
| wrt 
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that is,by faith, there is union with Chriſt,even he 
ſhall live. by me,there 1s communion with Chriſt 
as neceſlarily conſequent. And what that life 
13 , he expreſſeth four times 1n that chap. VEr. 
29, 40, 44, 54. Iwill raiſe him up at the laſt 
dajy. Hence Chriſt is ſaid ro be our lite. Col. 
2. 4. and we are ſaid to be quickened with 
Chriſt, Col. 2513. andriſen with Chriſt, Eph. 
2 6. Ir 1s from. the vertue of Chriſts Reſur- 
reion that Fob argueth to his own, Fob. 19. 
25, 26. I know that my Redeemer lroeth, &c. 
And though after my skin worms deſtroy.this body 
yet in my fleſh ſhall T'ſce God. And this is the ar- 
gument which the Apoſtles ſo induſtriouſly 1m- 
proves throughout this Chapter , afſuring the 
Reſurrection of believers by the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt. Chriſt roſe as rhe frſt-truits of them that 
ſep, which ſanQtifieth and 'aſſureth the whole 
barveſlt. ver. 20. If the firſt Adam dying der1v- 
ed Death to all his natural ſeed , much more 
ſhall the ſecond Adam rifng communicate life 
to all his Spiritual ſeed:wer.2.2.yea firch intimate 
and neceflary connexion 1s there between the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt and the Reſurre&tion of 
believers, that the Apoſtle argueth both for- 
ward and backward from the one to the other. 
ver. 12,123,16. The Saints then ſhall one day feel 
the quickening influences of their vital head up- 
on their dead bodies, and experimentally know 
the/power of his Reſurrection Recovering them 
from the power of the grave to riſe and live with 


him for ever. Which 1s ſo certain that the 
Apollle 
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Apoſtle eakes of if a5 already done. "Eph. 2 * 
6. He hath raiſed 1s np. © 

Apphlicat. 1. © How (4 and wofal js 'the 
Caſe 'of uhbelievers! who have no' ſhare in 
this Glorious and Bleſſed -Vidtory, no intereſt 
$a the Tfatisfaftion nd ' Reſurrection of this 
Prince 6f life: but? are *left ro ſhift for rhem- 
{elves "alone; all fotlornly expoſed tv the in- 
vincible- Afﬀzults of the King of Terrors. ' Do 
they not, "tremble it a diſtance, 'ar-the fore- 
thouphts bf that dark and- diſmal hour, when 
this ſpdiling, deſtroying, abborred' and dread- 
fal Enetny ſhall ſirprize them; ah peretypto- 
rily requite [their precions lite beyond all de- 
AL or refiftance ? But how much'greater will 
their horror and amazethent be at "the near ap- 
proach, and preſent appearance of this deadly 
Foe!* when their eyes ſhall be awakened, and 
enlightned more clearly, 'and convincihþly to 
ſee us power ind Terror, and iherr treart more 
' 'tender arid ſenſible ro feet the pain, and poyſfon 
of its 'Mortal Sting + Cant'thme hedrt endure, 
or canthy hands beſtrohf in the day when thy 
Fleſh ſhall waſt, * hy Spirtts faint,” thy Strength 
fail,- rhe Sorrows oF Death compaſs! thee about, 
the pains of Hell take hold'on thee; atid Al- 
might) wrath be renting thee” ih pieces like a 
\ Lion* and tein _— ee?"Snrely, 
z guilty Co n{czence, '# curſih as, ifig - 
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; Fj ſtouteſt heart, and will certainly damp the Cou- 
. rage of the moſt daring Sinner. Where ever 


dwelt the man, and what was his Name, who 
was ſo bardy and conhdent as not to be nioved, 
yea, not-to be ſtruck to the very heart at the 
ſight of the Pale Horſe coming amain upon him, 
the Name of whoſe Rider is Death, -with Hell 
at his heels? What thinkeſt thou? O guilty 
Sinner! Is thy ſtate of {an fo little dangerous, 
that thou. mayeſt ſecurely reſtin it? 1s Death 
ſo weakly Armed, - and art thou fo ſtrongly 
fortified, that thou mayeſt bid defiance to uts 
Afaults > Wilt thou fin, and laugh, and ſleep, 
and drive. away the Melancholy thoughts of 
thy approaching Terror by diveryag to the 
Mirth, and Follies, and Vanities, -and Plea- 
ſures ofa preſent T'ranſitary and helpleſs World? 
Reflect upon. thy heart and ways, review the 
number and Nature of thy multiplied and ag- 
gravated 'T ranſgreſſions Sas += a long 
life, have patience to hear, the Charge of thy 
veracious and faithful Conſcience, and feri- 
ouſly conſider with what a ſharp and poiſonous 
ſing thou haſt Armed Neath againſt thineown 
Soul, ' Run not the deſperate hazard of being 
killed with Death. Who ever hardened him- 
felt againſt this Terror of the Lord, and fell 
not under it? The ſtouteſt hearted axe ſpoiled, 


they have {lept their {leep, and. ngne. of the 
',men of Might have A er b Wert 


thou Behemoth or ugh and 
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over Death. 187. .. 
Brafs, or like Bars of Iron, were thy heart as 
firm as a ſtone, yea, as heart as a piece of the 
nether Militone, and thou a King among all 
the Children of pride, yet ſhall this ſword of the 
Lord approach thee and break thy bones; and 
this arrow of the a pierce thy heart, 
and the poyſon thereof ſhall Drink up thy ſpiric. 
Flatrer not thy ſelf with vain hopes Panda 
upon preſumption or infidelity. Think not the 
Lion to be painted fiercer then he zs.When thou 
heareſt the menacesof Death, the words of the 
Curſe, bleſs not thy ſelf ſaying,[ ſhall have peace. 

Make no Covenant with Death, nor beat 
agreement with Hell : Leſt thou make lies thy 
refuge, and under falſhood hide thy ſelf ; for 
thy Covenant with Death ſhall be diſannulled, 
and thy agreement with Hell ſhall not ſtand. 
Thou baſt but one method of ſafety, one courſe 
to take. . Venture notalone in thy,own A 
- to meet and encounter with thy mortal foe 
But Turn thee, Turn thee to the tents of the 
.Conquerour, make haſt to liſt thy ſelf under the 
ſtandard, of rhe Prince of life. Thou haſt been 
told what is the ſting of Death; ang where its 
ſtrength lieth, Doo it as the Phzlitines did 
to Sampſon. Cur off-its locks, Pluck out its 
ſting. Break off thy ſins by repentance, mad 
wo. away hy guilt by faith inthe blood of the 
Lamb, that God may give thee Victory through 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. How'blefſed and comforrableis the caſe of 
| all true þclieyers. There are but twoſeyilscan 
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make a'man miſerable, Sin and Death. The 
believer is freed from the Law of both. * It is 
indeed the irreverſible Law and ordination of 
God, that Believers die as well as others, but 
withal It is their unſpeakable diſtinguiſhing 
priviledge, that their Death hath no ſting, no 
Curſe, no Victory over them. "Their Lord 
Jeſtts, ' the Captain of their Salvation who 
died for them, hath overcome Death, diſarm- 
ed Death, Sanctifhed Death, Sweetened Death, 
Subjected Death tothem, andrurned it totheir 
advantage. Death indeed cometh after the ſame 
viſible manner upon the body of the Saint and 
of the ſinner, by Sword, or Famine, or Pefti- 
lence, Conſumption and burning Feaver, with 
aches and pains, whereby the earthly*houle of 
their tabernacle is diffolved—— Saul and Fona- 
than were not divided in their Death. Ahab and 
Toſeah fall alike in the bartle by the hand'of the |} 
Archers. Stephen and Achan are both ſtoned. | 
'The good and bad thief give up-the Ghoſt to- 
gether upon their Croſs. © -But as to ther Souls | 
how vaſtly different are their Deaths in the diſ- 
penſation o8God + Theoneis Curſed, the'6ther 
blefled in his Death : On dieth in' his Sit} the 
other'in the Lord? One departs underweath, ' 
thether in peace: The Spirit of one is-;de- 
livered to Saran, the Spirit of the other cotnimit- 
red into the hands of -God: |” The*Sgul'of 6ne 
carried by Devils into the place of* tortnent, | 
The S6uff of the' other word.” by Ah tk into 
| Abrahams boſome : The one "aff FRe Sea th 
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co death; The other paſſeth-though death to Lite. 
This 1s the bleſſednels of the dead which die in 
the Lord. . This is the happy Victagy of the 
Saint over Death, even in dying. Of which 
difterence of the death of Saint and (inner, rhe 
| finner 1s ſometimes ſo convinced , - that he can- 
not but wiſh with Balaam, Let me die the Death 
of the Righteous, and ket my laſt end be like his. 
It 1s the Saints happineſs here, both living ard 
dying, to have the Victory over death by taith, 
which 1s to them the evidence and preſenting of 
the future Reſurre&tion, not yer ſeen. - Bur it 
will bemuch more their happineſs to have this 
Victory by ſenſe, as they ſhall in ther glorious 
Reſurrection. 'T'wo things commend ut. 

I. It is the Victory | over the laſt enemy. 
ver. 26. and ſo 1mplieth Victory over all 
enermes: For if any remained,this were not the 
laſt. -Sin, and world, and. Devil, are all con- 
quered when Death is conquered. Hold' our then, 
O believing Soul, in thy Spiritual confligh. Be 
thou faithful unto Death; maintain thy Chriſtian 
Courage againſt Deathgrake holdot rhe-{wengrh 
of Chriſt and overcome it, Theu ſhalt hghtao 
mor, but there remains. thee-Everlalting. relb.. 

2. It is the Vidtory of Chriſt ,, which! the 
Saints have in communion with hitn, angela 
is a Sure Victory. He thar' got at. by kis\Ab 
mighty power will by-the' fame power; ketp 8, 
that 1t ſhall never be loſt, Chriſt beirig razed 
from rhe dead, dieth no. more. and:1xll-Death 
can prevaal over Chriftizſhall nbt-prevauk over 
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The Saints UVittory 
the Chriſtian; 7ohb. 14. 19. Becauſe Ive, faith 
Chriſt, ye-ſhalt ve alſo. \ 

3. Let'Believers hive and die as becomes 
thoſe that have the Vidtory , even above and 
beyond the fearsof Death, It we havethe ſame 

«precious faith which this Apoſtle had, let us put 
"* on alſo the ſame confidence and'courage , and 
in aſſurance of the Vitory that Chriſt hath 
gotten for us, bid an holy defiance tothis enemy. 
O Death where 1s thy ſting ?' O Grave where x 
thy Vitory ? Was it not theendof Chriſtscon- 
quelt to deliver his Saints , not only from the 
hurt, but from the fear of Death ? Woauld it 
not then beeither a denial or a diſparagement of 
Chrifts Victory, for a Saint to live in bondage 
to the fear of Death ? That Souldier muſt either 
be very 1gnorant, or very much a Cowardwho 
15 afraid} to meet his difarmed, and conquered 
Enemy. Such is the weakneſs and Cowardife, 
and ought to bethe ſhame of too. many pro- 
feſſing Chriſhans. How far do we defire to 
remove death from us? How fad and damping 
' are the very thoughts thereof to us? What rc- 
luftance have we againſt the very Name of 
Death *' What trembling at the approachtherc- 
of ! How do weſay as they, Fer. 41. 8. Slay 
we not'; for we bave treaſures inthe 'field, of 
wheat and of barley, and of Oil and of Honey. 
And wnh Hezekiah turn to the wall and wee] 
fore. Burt whence is all this? Ts it nor becuns 
-we look upon death only with an eye of nature, 
and not with the eyeof fanh ? and that we look 
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at our diffolution more than ar our reſarreRion ? 
Is it not becauſe of the darkneſs of our Evidence, 
and careleſſneſs of gaining better aſſurance of 
life eternal ? Is it not from our inordinate af- 
fetion to our worldly intereſt, our Carnal 
enjoyments and relations ? Or is it not from 
theConfcience of ſome indulged fin, which we 
havenot effetually mortihed ? Surely our Con- 
ſciences will tell the guilty , that ſome or all of 
theſe, are the cauſe of our averſeneſs, lothnefs 
and fears to die. But are theſe becoming pro- 
fefling Chriſtians, and worthy of the faith of 

the Reſurrection ? Oh for the honourof Chriſts 
' Vidtory, for-the commendation of Religion, 
for the Convi&tion of Sinners,' for the comfort 
of our own fouls, let us ſhake of theſe clogs, 
lay afide theſe weights, and get above theſe 
ſaviſh fears! Improve -and encourage faith a- 
gainſt ſenſe and carnal reaſon. Mortthe thy in- 
ordinate ,affetions , hold a good Conſcience, 
Clear up thy intereſt 1n Chriſt , and in the 
Covenant of God , Have thy converſation 1n 
Heaven, and-from thence look for rhe Saviour, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall change thy 
vile body that it mzy be faſhioned like unto his 
glorious body, and fear not. Art, thou to en. 
counter death, haſt thou apprehenſions of its ap- 
proaches towards thee ? Anddorh thy heart fail 
for fear hereof ? Hear Chriſt rebuking thee, is 
ſometimes he rebuked his diſciples , by art 

thou fearful, thou of little faith* Let me fay 
- to thee for thy.encouragement, if thou beeſt a 
O 4 Chriſtian 


over Death. 195-7 
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Chriſtian, andeed, as Pehorgb Ito Barak. \when 
he was to Encounters. Si/ers.,;' 7 udg, 4 It. UP, 
Is not tbe. Loxd. gone out :bsfore- thee ? 'Hathnor 
Chriſt diſarmed thy Enemy ? and takenvut us 
ſting 2 Bath not he oygregme death, and open- 
cd the doors of the graye,i:4nd given: thee: the 
Victory ? yea Doth not.the Lord go out-with 
thee, and ſtand - by- thee: in this ' thy: Jaſt 
conflict ?, And is not the! preſerice and aſſiftance 
of Chriſt enough toencourage thee againſt fear? 
Iſa. 43-1. % {a:th God te Jacob, Fear not, hen 
'- * thuupaſſeſt through the uiters., i wil be with 
thee ; and v5. Fear wotyfor:{ am with thee.Inthe 
ſtrength of which .promule, ſay. wth David , 
P{. 2.3. 4-:;Though I walk; throughthe valley of. ' 
the ſnadowrof Death, Ill. fear none exilh;; for 
thou art with me. Venly-there is a pdWer'mn 
Faith. It is a Victorious grace, It engageil the 
itrength of him that raiſed-up Jeſus troy the 
dead. - Lave then by faith, and thay ſhalr die 
by faith,,. and overcome. death-' by , faith. 
Many wuneſles can fe their ſeal to this-as a 
certain truth, that a Chriftjan by the 1mprove- 
mentot grace may, 4t yot traurphanter yet, at 
leaſt paticnter m0ri,may bg content, it not rejoyce 
0 dic, TRY 
4. Add-for a concluhon the Apoſtles appli- 
cation 1n the text, Thanks. be to God: The 
Victory being- gotten , being given , the tri- 
umph 1s to be made, We read ( whether they be 
the words of God tothe Church,or of the Church 
to God, the ſenſe 1s the ſame ) 1/a. 2.6.1 pE by 
| | | 7 
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dead-men ſhall live,” roget her With my dead body. 
ſhall theyiriſe: for thy dewis as the dew of herbs ; 
which-revwes them inthe ſpring , after'a Kil- 
ling winter, and the: Earth ſhall caſt out the 
Dead, "There's the Viftory. Whar then? a- 
wake and ſing, ye that dwell inthe duft, There 
is the triumph.  Thius, :Pſ. +90.” 34'O- Lord , 
thou haſt brought ' up my 'Soul: from the grave. 
then, ver. 12, To the end thatmy glory may fog 
priſe to thee and not be ſilent: O Lora: my God T 
will give thanks unto bee for ever. Thus again 
the Plalmiſts fings. Pf. 118. 14, 15, 17. The 
The Lord is my ſtrength and Song : And u be- 
woe my Salvation. "The woice of rejojcing and 
Bverion # in the tabernacles of the righteous : 
the right hand of the. Lord doth vahantly &c. 
Why ? T ſhall not die but live, and declare the 
works of the Lord, Vibtory 18 always matter 
of rejoycing, and ſhould refle&t honour upon the 
Conquerour. We read, 1 Sam. 17. 'Gohah 
of Gath , that monſtrous and terrible Giant, 
cometh forth before his camp of Phzliſtins and 
defieth the armies of 1/rael, who fled from him 
and were fore afraid'; when behold, David 
goeth 6ut to meer him, and encounters him all 
alone,and with the Grantsown'ſword cuts'off his 
head and diſcomfits-all hishoſt. -Did they nor 
then come out of all citiesof Tfrael. Chap. 18.6, 
-.{inging and dancing with, Tabrets and joy and 
inſtruments of muſick,: anſwering one another 
as they played, and ſaying, Saul hatbſlain bi 
thouſands, and David his ten thouſands? What »* 
| | HT 
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| The Saints Vittory 
isit that we ſte? Is-it the Vifion, Rev. 6. 8. 
Behold, a pale horſe, and the Name of him that 


ſits on ham-1s Death ,- and Hell followeth with 
him, and power 1s given unto him to kill. And 


at this are we fore afraid? Why? Lookagain, 


Rev. 19, 11. &c. I faw Heaven opened and 
behold a white borſe, and he that fateupon him 
doth judge and make war in righteouſneſs, and 
heis clothed with a Veſture dipr in blood,and his 
Name 1s called 'The Word of God, 'He goeth 


_ forth Conquering and to Conquer. He takes 


Death and "Hell and caſteth them into the lake 
of fire. ' Come. then, let us Sing the Song of 
Moſes, Exod. 15,1, :, 3. The Lord is my 
ftrength and Song ; Hz is my God I willexalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war.; The Lord is his Name 
T will ſing unto the Lord; for he hath triumphed 
glorioufly ,; the Horſe and bis Rider hath he caſt 
wto the: fire. This Victory was won by 
Chriſt tis worn by us; It was dear to Chriſt, 
tis cheap tous; It coſt him labour. and pain, 
and forrow, and ſweat, and blood, but it 15 
given to. us ; we'overcome not by expence of 
our own. blood, but by the blood of the Lamb. 
What then ſhall we renderto the Lord ? Shall 
we give him leſs than a Song, a Song of thank(- 
giving? eſpecially when we can give no more. 
Oye-thatare the redeemed of the Lord, whom 
he hath ranſomed fromthe power of the grave, 
ſend- out your thoughts a while into the Land of 
Darkneſs, and take a more .exat view of the 


triymplsand trophies of Death, . which it hath 


erected 4 


over Death. -Tyg © 
"erected over the Vanquifhed Sons and Daugh-- 
rers of men, that have fallen under its'power: 
Look into the priſon. of the Grave where the 
bodics of the {lain are holden under Chains of 
Darkneſs, reſerved tothe execution of the Great 
day. Conſider the poyſon, venom, ſharp- 
neſs and power of the deadly ſting that is entred 
into their Souls, ſtrengthened with all the pla 

and Curſes that are writtten in the book of the 
Lay of a righteous, avenging , and Almighty 
Judge; the worm of Conſcience gnawing the 
Soul as well as the wormof Corruption feeding 
on the body. Hark , what are the hideouw 

Cryes, and woes, and wailings, the roatings 
and yellings, the gnaſhing of teeth, and bitter 
lamentations of the wretched priſoners captivat- 
ed under the inſulting Enemy ; and then recall 
your thoughts to the ſolemn meditation of this 
happy word, the glad tidings of the Glorious 
conqueſt and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
fellowſhip with whom you are reſcued from 
' the curſed power of this Death and Hell, and 
made, heirs of the grace'of life, of life eternal. 
And if you have any ſenſe of the Infinite:love 
of God, and his compaſſions towards you; of 
the incomparable labours, and ſufferipgs of 
Jeſus Chriſt, for you 3 of the unſpeakable 
miſery from whence yqu are redeemed; and 


the glorious Immortality to which you! are - 3 


intiruled, and whereof you ſhall be poſſeſſed. 
Your meditations {(' methinks ) cannot 3 
but iſſue with the Apoltle's in this greatful, 7 
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A Catalogue of Books Pront= 
ed for, and Sold by Tho. 
Parkhurſt 2t the Bible 
and three Crowns at 
the lower end of Cheaps 
f1de. , 


I. Word to Sinners , and 

- A word to Saints , the 
former to awaken, the latter 
| to direct andper{wade. 


2, Chriſtian directions;., to 
| walk with God all theday long. 
3. Principles of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion Explained; «to the Capa- 
city. of the nicaneſt/] with Pracy 
tical Applicationstg! each Head, 
whereby: family-Catechiſing may 4 
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& be with\much caſe performed.'. 
” 4 The young mans Guide 
through the Wilderneſs of this 
World to the Heavenly Canaan. 
\ 's. The ſureſt and ſatcſt way 
= of airing which. 1s in being 
- Charitable rothe Poor ; *all five 
” Written by” Tho. Gouge. Mi- 
© - niſter of the Goſpel. 
* Ars Sciendi. ſive Lopica nova 
. - methodo diſpoſita ©, novis precep- 
” ty autta. 

” Self Employment 1n ſecret 
containing Evidences upon felt 
examination. 


-* Thoughts upon painful af- 
fictions. 
Memoraals, for practice: 
Parents Groans , for :their 
A wicked Children by Eqdward, 
- Lawrence. M.'A. * 
L - Troughtons apology tor. the, 
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mifts preaching. 

Of choughrfulneſs tor the 
future by F. Howe. M.A. 

Barretts reply to the, Dean St. 
Pauls late Book. 

No Evidence for Dioceſan 
Biſhops by Mr. Clarkson. 

The Lite of that reverend D1- 
vine Mr. Owen Stockton late of 
Colcheſter. 

There 1s now a Printing an 
Expoſition on the Prophecy of **? 
Iſaia by that reverend divine © 
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The Little Book for little Chil- 
dren 1s lately Reprinted. 
_ -—=-Corbetts {ſelf Imployment 
in ſecret. 


